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The University of Texas-Pan
American volleyball team faced
some stiff competition Sunday when
they played an exhibition match
against UTPA alumni at the
Fieldhouse.
“There were a few unforced errors
and we tried a different line-up, but it
was a good match,” said volleyball
Head Coach Dave Thorn. “We have
high expectations and look forward
to quality wins.”
Thorn was pleased with the
performance of senior outside hitter
Winker Cruz of Harlingen, who was
injured last year and underwent some
surgeries that did not allow her to
finish out the 2003 season.
“She played very well tonight and
looked strong out there,” Thorn said.
Cruz was also happy to be back out
on the court and is looking forward
to the start of the volleyball season.
“It felt so good to be out there
again,” Cruz said. “The performance
allowed us to learn more about
ourselves. It was a good experience
and we tried new things out there.”
Returning starter Carol Marcengo
of Curitiba, Brazil topped off her
rookie season in 2003 with one of the
greatest first seasons in UTPA
volleyball history. Marcengo also
underwent surgery last year, but that
did not appear to interfere with her
performance on Sunday night.
The Alumni Game was a prelude to
the beginning of the Lady Broncs’
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season that will commence Friday at
the Fieldhouse with the two-day
UTPA Invitational at 1 p.m.
A month-long absence from the
friendly confines of the Fieldhouse
will follow the two-day tournament.
The Lady Broncs have 10 match
dates in a month-long span that will
be a serious test for a team that hopes
to improve on last season’s 19-15
season. The 19 victories tied the
1996 school record.
Cruz, a Harlingen South standout,
says that they are used to being on
the road and that they have to
prepare themselves mentally and
physically.
“It is a little tough because you
miss class, but the professors are
pretty good about it,” said returning
sophomore
starter
Jennifer
Dameworth. “Road trips are a lot of
fun because you get to see different
campuses and meet new people.”
Despite the team’s monthlong
roadtrip, the Lady Broncs are
confident that they will build on last
season’s experience.
“The first season was a learning
experience,”
Dameworth
said.
“There are a lot of returning players
and this season it is easy to fill in for
someone if they are out or having a
bad day. We are very focused and
definitely ready to get this season
started.”
The Lady Broncs will open the
UTPA Invitational Friday at 1 p.m.
against Louisiana-Monroe and then
Photo by Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American
take on Grambling State at 7 p.m. the
Danielle Holthe (16) of Covina, Calif. and Jen Dameworth (8) of El Paso block a shot from a UTPA alumna
same day at the Field House.

Von Rosenberg leads Rattlers past Jaguars
56 34

Rattlers

Sharyland quarterback Jaret Von Rosenberg attempts a pass in Friday’s win.
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Bring your‘New’
child
to
school
day care to open, August 2005
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By CECILIA CASTANEDA
The Pan American

during the Alumni Game held Sunday at the Field House.

By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American
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Alumni give Lady Broncs run for money
By LORI CHAVEZ
The Pan American

The perks and lows of young marriages

Jaguars

EDINBURG
– Edinburg Economedes running
back Ryan Richardson rushed
for 274 yards, but Sharyland
quarterback Jaret Von Rosenberg
marked his return by leading the
Rattlers past the Jaguars 56-34
Friday night at Cats Stadium.
One of the keys in the game
was the special teams. The opening kickoff resulted in a 102yard touchdown for Rattlers’
Quintero.
Sharyland
Trey
(District 30-5A) also took

advantage of a pair of bad punts
by Edinburg (31-5A) that gave
the Rattlers prime field position.
Despite the season-opening
loss, Economedes Head Coach
Oscar Salinas was optimistic.
“We just have to fix the special teams problems we had
today, and once we do that we’ll
be OK,” Salinas said. “It was a
great experience for us, when
you play a team as good as that.
It was a great competition and
that is what these games are for.”
A bright spot on the Jaguars
special teams was the play of
stand-out
running
back
Richardson. The senior had a 90yard kickoff return for a touchdown in the second quarter. The
score ignited the Jaguars who

would score two more times
before the end of the first half.
“Ryan Richardson is a legitimate Division I athlete,” said
Sharyland Head Coach Fred
Sánchez.
In addition to his 274 yards
rushing, Richardson scored three
touchdowns. Richardson credited his teammates for his successful rushing attempts.
“I’m honored to have a group
of guys that absolutely work
hard all spring and all together
as a team,” Richardson said.
Sharyland also had a player
rush for three touchdowns, but it
was not a running back or fullback. Instead it was senior signal
caller Von Rosenberg. The senSee JAGUARS page 15

Diana Hernandez sits through class with many things
running through her mind. Her piling laundry, dinner for
tonight, the reading assignment for class, and of course,
whether her 18-month-old daughter will have a babysitter
in time for her class tomorrow.
In August 2005, one less anxiety will weigh Hernandez’s
mind as she and thousands of other students’ anticipate the
opening of the new Child Development Center on campus
that will house 140 infants, toddler, and children.
"It’s great," Hernandez said. "I don’t have to worry about
finding somebody to babysit. I know I’ll take advantage of
it."
Hernandez is just one of many students on campus
waiting for the day care. A survey conducted in 2001
concluded that 20 percent of students have dependent
children. Recent financial aid reports show an increase with
about 2,200 students reporting dependant children.
Like Hernandez, many University of Texas-Pan
American students are tired of asking family members to
babysit.
The close proximity of the new day care also adds
convenience for the students and faculty. The 11,177-ft.
building will be located on Van Week Street just west of
Fifth Street on the north side of campus. With this
particular location, students now have the opportunity of
being on the same campus as their children.
"What I like about this day care is that it is close to
campus and will allow students to have a more flexible
schedule," said Dora Ramirez-Dhoore, associate professor
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of English and a mother.
"I also don’t have to worry about dropping my baby off
very far away," Hernandez said. "It’s right here on
campus."
The Child Development Center will also offer security to
parents that their children are being well educated and
cared for. The $1.5 million project will have 10 classrooms
dedicated to infants, toddlers, and pre-school children and
four playgrounds divided by age. Parents can fully focus on
school, knowing their child is safe on campus.
"The day care will bring peace of mind to students," said
Elda Perez, Child Development Center director. "They will
be able to get involved in more activities and it will help
them with their schoolwork."
This security and peace of mind will allow students to
take more classes, or even get involved in more activities

“It’s not a babysitting service.
It’s an educational facility.”
-Elda Perez, CDC director

on campus. Knowing they are closer to their children, many
students are more likely to feel at ease staying longer. They
no longer need to rush out for pick-ups and drop-offs. With
the help of the university, everything is right there.
"It shows that the university is supporting parents on
campus and recognizing their needs outside the classroom,"
Ramirez-Dhoore said.

Stronger faculty research to emerge
Joel De La Rosa/The Pan American

Rolando and Terra de la Garza mingle at UTPA with child.

By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American

Last May, the UT System hired the
Washington Advisory Group (WAG), an
independent consulting group, to review the
capabilities of its institutions. The purpose of
the report is to determine the strong points of
a university, as well as aspects that should be
given more thought.
The group met with UTPA faculty, students,
administrators, and community leaders, to
review financial statements before discussing
its recommendations. One of the most
important conclusions was that UTPA could
become a stronger faculty research institution
within the next 10 years.
“The findings were particularly interesting
because it proves we are doing everything we

should be doing to help this
university evolve into a research
intensive institution,” former
UTPA President Dr. Miguel
Nevarez said recently in a press
release.
According to Provost Dr.
Rodolfo Arevalo, the report states
that UTPA is able to increase its
number of graduate and doctoral
programs. The university is also
able to increase the number of
research faculty that is hired as
well as the external funds raised
for research grants from federal,
state, and private sources.
In response to the WAG
Report, UTPA expressed its
commitment to students. The

See DAY CARE page 12

response stated that the plan will
complement the education of undergraduate
students, and not compromise their
education, a fear the WAG Report
expressed.
“A stronger focus on research activity on
campus and graduate education should help
improve all of our undergraduate programs,”
Arevalo said. “It is not the intention of these
efforts to reduce the support we provide to
our undergraduate programs, but rather to
provide the opportunity for students to
interact with faculty who are doing cutting
edge research that will help the residents of
our local community.”
According to the response letter from
UTPA, the university has been working at
doing more research for years. The attempt

See RESEARCH page 12
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Research institution: A goal or an impossibility?
Fifteen years ago,
Pan
American
University was taken
under the wings by the
University of Texas
System. A number of
alumni can vouch to
the changes the once
small campus has seen
Clarissa Martinez since 1989.
Now, the University
of Texas-Pan American is trying to move
further away from the derogatory views
people once had of the university by
improving education value for students.
Though there are still skeptical opinions
about the prestige of UTPA, the
administration seems to have ideas of how
to move toward a brighter future with
brighter ideals. However, an underlying fear
is that, perhaps, some of the plans being
made for UTPA are being ballooned in
response of infamous phrases such as “Taco
Tech,” an insult used to degrade the
university in past years.
This is clear with the plans to morph
UTPA into a research institution in the next
10 years.
Reviews by the Washington Advisory
Council, stated that UTPA could possibly
become a stronger faculty research
institution in the next decade. One of the

NOTICE
On Sept. 7 the Texas Department of
Transportation will begin an 11-month
project to rebuild University Drive from
Jackson Road to 10th Street (Edinburg).
The 1.6-mile stretch of highway will be
redesigned to six lanes with a center
median. UTPA commuters are asked to
use alternate routes if possible. The
construction project will begin with
four temporary lanes on the north side
of University Drive. The speed limit of
35 mph will be heavily enforced by
Edinburg PD and UTPA PD.

most important conclusions from the WAG
Report was that by the preparation of
faculty research, UTPA might be able to
increase the number of graduate and
doctoral programs.
Though this goal is achievable, a major
question remains. How can a university
jump from point A to point C without even
slowing down for Point B? In other words,
there is quite the possibility of other angles
of the university being overlooked by
administration in the pursuit of becoming a
stronger research institute.
It took 15 years for UTPA to become a
close admissions university. Due to the
history of the area, UTPA made a wise
decision to keep the open admission
system, since there are obligations to serve
students in the area. UTPA has been the
only source of higher education for some
students, so there has to be balance between
those who look to UTPA for guidance, and
those who look to the university for
enlightenment
Obviously, the Rio Grande Valley is not
the same place as it is was in 1989. The
industrial growth of McAllen and Edinburg,
or even in the mid-Valley, has seen major
changes
in
the
economy
and
industrialization. But there are still the same
types of people with the same type of
personal situations that need to be
Dear Editor:
The Aug. 24 issue of the Pan American, page
12, titled "Coming Home" states the "creative way" students are using to move in. Do
you not think it is inappropriate to encourage
the use of shopping carts? If I am correct
(and I will stand corrected), I believe it is
illegal to possess a shopping cart for any
other use except for what it was intended for.
Also, my understanding is that carts are not
to be removed from the department/grocery
stores premises. Thank you for hearing me
out.
Rachel Rivera
Administrative Clerk III
Office of Research & Sponsored Project

acknowledged including those with basic
educational needs, not graduate-level
education.
True, with stronger research more
students from the area will not have to leave
to gain exceptional education. The
university will benefit both educationally
and economically with more research, but
the possibility of the rest of the
undergraduate programs being overlooked
is likely, even if there is an intention to
prevent.
UTPA Provost Dr. Rodolfo Arevalo
addressed a concern of undergraduate
programs being set aside to make room for
research by saying that a stronger focus on
research activity on campus and graduate
education should help improve all of our
undergraduate programs.
“It is not the intention of these [plans for
research] efforts to reduce the support we
provide to our undergraduate programs,”
Arevalo said. “But rather to provide the
opportunity for students to interact with
faculty who are doing cutting edge research
that will help the residents of our local
community. Goals that would gain attention
from the students would be the benefits
being expected for all colleges in 10 years.”
Hopefully 10 years from now, the art

EDINBURG – The Edinburg
Roadrunners are one game away
from being crowned the 2004
Central Baseball League champions
after
pounding
the
Shreveport Sports 12-3 Tuesday
to take a 2-0 best-of-five championship series lead.
The Roadrunners designated
hitter Pat O’Sullivan cranked a
trio of two-run homers in the to
power Edinburg past Shreveport.
With the overwhelming victory, the series will return to
Edinburg on Thursday at 7 p.m.
when the Roadrunners will look
to sweep the Sports and claim
their second championship title
in four years.
On Monday, Edinburg took the
seventh-inning stretch to another
level when they used a four-run
seventh inning to defeat
Shreveport 6-2 in Game 1 of the
championship series.
Eric Gonzalez’s two-run home
run in the third inning gave
Edinburg 2-0 lead. In the seventh, Aaron Sisk’s damaging
two-run double was too much for
the Sports to handle and toppled
Shreveport.
Pedro Flores pitched seven
innings and allowed only two
runs on six hits. Relief pitcher
Steve Wilkerson slammed the
door on the Sports with two
innings of solid clean-up work
and collected his first post-season save and 15th of the season.

Although the Sports held a 75 season-series advantage over
the ‘Runners, the outcome of the
past two games has not necessarily reflected what happened
in the regular season.
The Roadrunners are adding
more than just wins this postseason as the club continues to collect regular-season awards.
Winston Ayala was recently
named General Manager of the
Year, who is in his fourth year
with the Roadrunners. He has
helped beef up the team’s attendance every year. This season’s
total worked out to 145,370 fans
for an average of 3,000 per
home game.
For the fourth year in a row,
Edinburg
manager
Chad
Tredaway was voted CBL
Manager of the Year. Under his
direction, the ball club led the
league in batting average (.292),
hits (994), ERA (3.13), shutouts
(9), saves (31), and strikeouts
(739).
Brownsville
native
and
Roadrunner pitcher Julio Ruiz
was named CBL Rookie Pitcher
of the Year. Ruiz accumulated an
8-3 record and a league-best
2.24 ERA.
The championship series will
continue tonight at the Edinburg
Baseball Stadium at 7 with
Game 3. The Roadrunners will
send Dan Valentin (10-5, 3.82
ERA) to the mound against
Shreveport’s Ira Brown (4-1,
2.00 ERA).
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Photo by Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American

The Roadrunners defeated the Shreveport Sports of the East Division 6-2 and 12-3 in Louisiana to take a commanding 2-0 best-of-five Central Baseball League championship series lead. Edinburg will host the Sports tonight at 7 p.m.

Jaguars

continued from page 16

See GROWTH page 6
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By Eduardo Martinez

Editor
Arianna Vazquez

Roadrunners on verge of second CBL title crown
after routing Shreveport to take 2-0 lead in series
SPORTS
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The Edinburg Economedes offense protects running back Ryan Richardson (right), who
rushed for 274 yards against Sharyland Friday night. Sharyland won the game 56-34.

ior QB had nine rushes for
98 yards in his first game
back since he suffered a season-ending injury during the
team’s sixth game of the
2003 season.
“Our quarterback played
extremely well tonight,”
Sánchez said. “He had a
great game, and I think he’s
a Division I (athlete).”
Von Rosenberg went 12of-22 in passing for 204
yards and one touchdown
against the Economedes
defense.
The Jaguars’ defense only
has four starters returning
from 2003, and none of those

starters are in their defensive
backfield.
“We came out rusty
today,” Richardson said.
“The defense side needs to
pick it up. (Sharyland) knew
our weakness, but that’s not
going to hold us back. We
have to practice and work at
it. (The defense) has a good
work ethic, (but) it’s just
learning all the different formations and stuff.”
Despite the defense giving
up 49 points Richardson
believes the team can bounce
back.
“We have to adjust to it
and that’s what we’re going

to go back and work on.
Once we get that down,
(then)
we’re
there,”
Richardson said. “We have
to work on our passing
attack too, it wasn’t there
tonight.”
quarterbacks
Edinburg
Rick Alaniz and Javier Garza
combined for only 32 yards
passing and were 3-of-11 in
pass attempts.
Brownsville Pace will
visit Cats Stadium Friday to
take on the Jags and
Sharyland
will
host
Harlingen South in a pair of
7:30
p.m.
non-district
matchups

UTPA cross country teams set to build on last
season’s success; Ebony event set for weekend
SPORTS
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By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American

Last year’s finish for the University of
Texas-Pan American cross country teams was
one of the best in school history and as the
2004 season draws closer, the men’s and
women’s programs are looking forward to an
improved season.
When most people are still in bed or barely
sipping their coffee and perusing the morning
paper, the UTPA cross country squads are busy
training at 7 a.m. every day in preparation for
the upcoming season.
Last year’s squads were both young and
inexperienced, but now with another year
under their belt they look forward to improving
upon last season.
Both Broncs and Lady Broncs cross country
teams will face their first test Friday at the
UTPA BBQ Relays. Head Coach Ricky
Vaughn feels that the first meet will tell the
coaches where the squads are physically.
“This first meet lets us see where they’re at,”
Vaughn said. “It’s more of a work out type.”
However, UTPA will be without the services
of three-time All-American Wesley Keating of
Pharr, who will be redshirted for the year. The
good news is that he will be eligible to compete
next year.
The redshirting of the former PSJA North
standout is a strategic move by Vaughn in order
to improve the men’s cross country team’s outlook for the future. Vaughn expects the expects
the Broncs to qualify to nationals next year as
a team.
“It allows us to let our men to get more expe-
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rience,” Vaughn said. “We have a good,
solid team, we just need a little more experience. Even without Wesley this year, I
think we have a chance to finish better than
we did last year at regionals.”
Some returning runners that should have
an impact on the team this season are David
Treviño, Héctor Gandara, and Aarón
Castro.
Sophomore runner Treviño had a great
freshman season last year and Vaughn
expects big things from him in the near
future.
Vaughn says that Treviño got great experience, did well as a freshman, and hopes
that he will step it up even further.
Trevino, a former Brownsville Hanna
standout, expects the year to go just as well
as last season even though they will be
without Keating.
“I expect a lot more than last year,”
Treviño said. “We can always hope for it,
but you never know how you’re going to
perform, you just go to hope for the best.”
Women’s Cross Country
On the women’s side, the Lady Broncs
are coming off their best finish in school
File Photo/The Pan American
history and hope to better last season’s success this year.
The UTPA cross country team will participate in its first competition Friday at the Ebony Golf
“They will have more confidence.” Course in Edinburg at 5 p.m.
Vaughn said.
The women’s squad was exceptionally
As a result, the Lady Broncs are expected to
“We feel they will be immediate impact on
young last year, but managed to perform high- hit the ground running this season.
this team,” Vaughn said.
er than their expectations and Vaughn has told
Vaughn expects the addition of freshmen
The first meet will be held this Friday at the
the women’s team that he expected them to be Bertha Castillo of Mission and Megan Maguire Ebony Golf Course in Edinburg and the first
in the top ten at regionals.
of Ohio to have an effect on the team.
gun will sound at 5 p.m.

‘Skins look to rebound after Week Zero setback
By JACOB ALEGRIA
The Pan American

21 9
Carroll

Donna

DONNA - Emotions were running high on
Friday night at Buccaneer Stadium in
Corpus Christi. The Donna Redskins made
the trip up Highway 77 to take on the Carroll
Tigers in the season opener, in a game
matching teams that had only faced each
other in playoff action in the past.
Revenge seemed to be on the minds of not
only Redskin fans, but coaches as well, as
history between the teams dates back to
2000, when an unbeaten Redskin team faced
the Tigers in the area playoffs. The game left
a sour taste in the mouths of Redskin coaches due to a heart breaking 7-6 loss. The
Tigers lone score came on an interception
return for a touchdown, and to make things

more excruciating, Donna’s only touchdown
was followed by a missed extra point
attempt with only 15 seconds left in the
game.
Now for the rematch. Even though this
was not a playoff game, both teams came
out fired up and eager to begin the new season. However, it was the Tigers that drew
first blood on a 24-yard, first-quarter run by
quarterback Walker Smith. The score came
after Donna turned the ball over on downs at
the 50-yard-line. This was much of the story
for the rest of the game, because in the end
Donna’s inability to put the ball in the end
zone turned out to be the deciding factor.
The Redskin offense struggled early and
often; its first drive led to a turnover on
downs and the next two ended with punts. It
had plenty of opportunities but came away
empty handed. Donna gambled a few times
and was left on the short end of the stick.
Donna coach Dave Evans said his team
thought it was going to win. Still, though the
Redskins got behind early but the effort was

there all game.
“I’m happy because our kids never quit,
they just kept on playing” Evans said of his
team, which managed a late TD when quarterback Derick Castillo scored from one
yard out on a quarterback sneak.
The experience of traveling for such a big
game should be valuable for the team. They
will need it this Friday night as the rival
Harlingen Cardinals come to town, fresh off
an impressive win last week against
McAllen High. Harlingen, where Evans was
an assistant coach in the 1990s, has beaten
Donna twice in a row and the coach believes
it is time to change that statistic
“We’ve struggled against the Cardinals,”
he said. ‘Our last two games against them
we’ve lost by one and by five.”
The revenge factor will be in affect for
this game according to Evans and the
Redskins.
The Redskin offense will have to play better than it did against Carroll, if it plans to
stop its losing streak against the Cardinals.

Donna Redskins
Football Schedule
Date

Opponent

Aug. 27 at Corpus Christi
Sept. 3

Score
21 - 9

Harlingen High

Sept. 10 at San Benito
Sept. 17 Brownsville Hanna
Sept. 24 PSJA North*
Oct. 1

at Edinburg North*

Oct. 8

PSJA High*

Oct. 15 at Economedes*

7 p.m.

Oct. 22 Open date
Oct. 29 Weslaco High*
Nov. 5

at Edinburg High*

7 p.m.
7 p.m.

Note: All games at 7:30 p.m. unless
noted.
*Denotes district game

NEWS
The right time
to say, ‘I do’?
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American

When Elisa Roman graduated in May, it meant more than
a diploma and a future career in marketing. To Roman, it
meant she was finally ready to take a personal leap in her
love life. After over four years she was ready to marry her
fiancée. A step that involved her moving to Dallas to pursue
both a working marriage and professional career.
With so much at stake, when is it the right time to get
married? Others, like Roman, agree after graduation is an
ideal time.
"It’s the right time when you truly feel compatible with
your companion," said Georgina Cavazos, who expects to
graduate in December and be married in February. "But for
me, it’s really important for me to finish school first,
because it’s important for me to finish what I started."
According to the UTPA Counseling Center, marital
problems are the primary reason most students make
counseling appointments. They said that marital problems
are a large reason for depression.
"Make sure you know your partner well," Counselor
Veronica Cano said. "You must be careful with
expectations and roles."
Mirta Rodriguez, Kim Loan Nguyen-Finn, and Cano all
work as counselors for the University Counseling Center
and agree that the first step in discussing the possibility of
marriage is defining the issue of roles and expectations.
"When it comes to marital issues, I don’t think its
necessarily age being the main stressor," Nguyen-Finn
said. "I see the problem being a difference in expectations
and the idea of what each person puts into the relationship.
Some people get into marriages without really ever
discussing these things."
Nguyen-Finn continued that being a college student can
be an added stressor, especially when piled above so many
other problems like financial issues, parental roles and
housework.
"If you’re married and not a college student, its easier,"
Rodriguez said. "This is especially true with economical
stressors."
When asked about her feelings toward a marital step
quickly after graduation, Cavazos replied that nerves were
something she was definitely going to be feeling.
"Nerves, and more nerves," she said. "But it’s the idea of
a good marriage that gives me the inspiration to look
forward to it."
Cavazos and her fiancée currently live seven hours apart
from each other, a problem that is immediately comforted
by the love they both share, she said.
"Love isn’t enough," said Nguyen-Finn, who avoids
creating a fairy-tale scenario for students who seek
counseling. “Love is something that is a given, its
something that is automatically there. Trying to balance a
relationship with school is extremely tough. A marriage
needs attention."
According to the counselors, college is a time when you
develop your individual being, a time period when people
are still exploring who they are. They advise that taking
your time before getting married is a good idea, especially
if you’re looking to finish school.
Cavazos, like Roman, and the counselors, feel the best
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solution is to wait to finish school before she takes that final
step. They both planned their weddings just a few months
after finishing their bachelors’ degree.
"It’s a part of me, something I began before he came into
my life, and its something I have to do before we get
married," Cavazos said. “It’s something I have to finish."
The National Marriage Project at Rutgers, the state
university of New Jersey, issued out a survey determining
issues regarding men and matrimony. According to a the

Reasons NOT to get married:

...you are going to have a baby
...you want to get out of your house
...you have been dating for several years
Source: UTPA COUNSELING CENTER

..................5

survey, some single men don't have immediate plans to get
married, even if it were with the "right person."
As stated in an article in The San Antonio Express, 1,010
men were questioned about marriage and 81 percent said they
got married because it was the right time to settle down, but
51 percent of single men who met "the one" would still not
marry tomorrow.
According to the UTPA center, men and women differ in
ideas about marriage and were members were surprised at the
survey's results, but agreed. The center believes that men
these days like to be more involved. They said that men are
beginning to help around the house more and enjoy taking
children to doctor's appointments.
This idea can be related to the high percentage of men who
are willing to get married because they believe it’s time to
settle down, as stated by the survey results.
The three counselors also believed that women often get
married because they feel it’s the next natural step. In their
minds, marriage just follows the natural course of things.
This is where the idea of women being pressured to get
married begins because their biological clock is ticking.
"Don’t do it because you feel obligated to do it,” NguyenFinn said. “I’ve heard that from several students. Naturally,
you may expect marriage to be the next step. Its natural
progression, but often just because it’s the next step, it may
not necessarily be the right step.”
Pre-marital counseling sessions are highly recommended
before a couple can fully understand the concept of marriage
and whether it’s the right thing to do, according to the center.
This is why a lot of religious groups offer some sort of
marriage counseling.
"If you truly feel it in your heart that it is the right decision,
it can’t be wrong," Cavazos said. "Especially if you both love
each other."

Faculty inculcate code of honor

By JENILEE HERNANDEZ
The Pan American

It’s happened all over the nation,
and creative ways of executing it
are plotted by desperate students.
Now, more professors are taking
steps to prevent it in their
classrooms.
It’s
academic
dishonesty, and it’s hitting The
University
of
Texas-Pan
American.
Academic dishonesty is a
common problem at universities.
However, sometimes students are
not aware of what academic
dishonesty entails and the
consequences that come along
with it. In turn, some professors
are creating their own honor codes
to help minimize problems.
An honor code is a written
statement informing students what
academic dishonesty is and what
penalties they face if they violate
the code; it requires the students
signature. Though UTPA does not
have a written honor code policy,
there is a Student Conduct Code
for students to abide by.
The Student Conduct Code

Student
Disciplinary
Hearing Procedures
1. Authority
2. Investigation
3. Summons
4. Interim disciplinary action
5. Administrative disposition
of charges
6. Hearing process
Source: UTPA Handbook of
Operating Procedures (Sect. 5.5.3)

found in the Handbook of
Operating Procedures defines in
detail what cheating, plagiarism,
and collusion are. Penalties for
committing any of these violations
are listed in the Student
Disciplinary Hearing and Appeals
Procedures section.
Assistant director of student life
and transition services, Christine
Carruthers said that in fall 2003,
26 cases of academic dishonesty

were reported. "We're seeing an
increase as professors become
more aware," Carruthers said.
Indeed professors are becoming
aware and taking action.
Dora E. Saavedra, professor of
communication
studies
and
director of the Honors Program,
has her own honor code policy in
class. The statement is basically an
agreement saying that students
See HONOR CODE page 6

Benefits of advisory A whole new world
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By JODI HAMER
Special to The Pan American

Advice has always been a two-edged
sword, something that can be helpful but is
sometimes not welcomed. Throughout
history, kings and emperors, have sought
advice. The elderly have passed on their
wisdom, resulting in many of our old sayings
and antidotes.
Multitudes have made a living writing
advices books, articles and columns. A smart
person realizes that knowledge is power and
drawing from all sources makes the pool
more valid.
It certainly is no different in the world of
education.
Since the beginning, universities have
been governed by boards, groups and
committees. The natural expansion included
advisory councils.
The University of Texas-Pan American has
a very successful one, the Engineering
Advisory Council (EAC).
According to Edwin LeMaster, an
engineering professor, the council was set up
in 1993, one year after the engineering
program received approval from the Texas
Higher Education Coordinating Board.

Why did UTPA start the EAC?

“Over 80 percent of new engineering
graduates go to work in the industrial sector;
the remaining 20 percent many go into
technical sales, government, medicine/law
school
or
private
practice
in
consulting/management,”
LeMaster
commented.
“Therefore, the very culture of engineering
programs is that the education of new
engineers is closely coupled to industrial
practices, requirements and expectation. It is
a rare engineering program that does not
have an industrial advisory committee,” he
continued.

What are the three main
accomplishments of the EAC in the
last 10 years?

“First it has maintained a dialogue
between the engineering program leadership
and the industrial partners who hire the
graduates,” LeMaster reflected.
The EAC members have challenged the
strategies for recruiting, placement of
graduates and preparation of students for
interviews, with good results.
“The EAC has a mission to help us do a
better job of educating our engineering
students for technical skills, appreciation of
environmental impacts of technology, ethics
of the work place and lifelong learning,”
LeMaster added.
The second contribution has been an
important one—creating a source of
meaningful internships. Over half of UTPA
engineering students are getting experience
before they graduate. This leads to better jobs
by bulking up resumes and skill levels in a
very competitive environment.
“These internships are a significant source
of feedback to faculty and other students,”
LeMaster stated. “They bring workplace
experience into the classroom.”
A third benefit, the EAC has brought
financial support for both scholarships and
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competition teams projects. On many
instances EAC letters to the president of the
university have yielded positive results.
Examples: lowering the General Education
Requirements for graduation, retaining
funding for state-supported scholarships, and
reorganizing the College of Arts and
Sciences to make up a College of Sciences
and Engineering and a College of Liberal and
Fine Arts.
“The direct communication n with the
UTPA President from EAC may be the most
important benefit to the overall development
of a strong engineering program,” LeMaster
confirmed.

What are some specific examples of
the effect the EAC has had on
funding?

“In the 2001-2002 year, the administrative
plan was to decrease the engineering
scholarship support given by the university
from $200,000 to zero,” LeMaster said.
A letter to former President Miguel A.
Nevarez from the EAC got the changed to a
tapering strategy that was $120,000 per year
in 2003 and then $80,000 in 2004 and 2005.

What effect has the EAC had on
internships?

“About 60 percent of the engineering
internships
come
from
the
EAC
organizations. The local internships have
increased from one per year in 1999 to about
10 this year,” LeMaster stated.
The majority of local internships result
from Maquiladora membership by the EAC.
A total of six of the members on the EAC are
now from Maquiladora operations.
According to the council’s records, the
hiring of graduates by organizations
represented on the EAC has been led by:
IBM in Austin, Lockheed Martin, Boeing,
Raytheon, Intel, 3M, the CIA, and some local
companies.
“Well over 67 percent of the engineering
graduate are employed by companies
represented on the EAC because of the
regular appearance on campus of the
representatives for meetings and career day
events,” said LeMaster.

By MELISSA HERNANDEZ
The Pan American

While most University of Texas-Pan
American students were taking classes this
summer in the same familiar classrooms,
others opted for a change of scenery. This
summer, the Office of International
Programs offered 14 study abroad programs
to countries such as Turkey, Greece, Canada,
Spain, Italy, China, and Japan.
According to Marilu Salazar, director for
the Office of International Programs, several
classes were offered from different
disciplines. Communications, business,
political science, modern language, and art
classes are a few courses that were taught to
approximately 275 students abroad this
summer.
The majority of programs were in-house
programs, meaning professors from the
university taught the courses.
George McLemore, an associate professor
of communication at UTPA, taught
photography and photojournalism for an
intersession in Turkey and Greece. This was
his fourth summer teaching abroad.
“I happen to believe that travel to other
countries and other cultures is one of the
most important things a student can do and I
enjoy it myself,” McLemore said.
One of the most popular programs this
summer was the trip to Salamanca, Spain
despite terrorist bombings just a few months
before.
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Paris,” Gonzales said.
“Normally, we let students go free all
weekend so that way they can just travel
around on long or short trips around the city
or outside the city,” said Leticia Rangel
Chavez, study abroad program adviser for
the Office of International Programs.
Besides earning credit for classes, students
get to experience cultures different, which
many agree is very important in today’s
society.
“It’s very important, first of all, for them to
be more marketable in the future in their
careers. All the different companies here
need graduates with a multicultural
understanding,” Salazar said.
Dr. Gökçe Soydemir, associate professor
for the department of finance at UTPA has
taught international economics at the Izmir
University of Economics in Turkey.
Soydemir agrees with the benefits of
studying abroad.
“You have to go out there and experience
it [studying abroad] personally and once you
do that it’s a very valuable experience you
carry with you for the rest of your life,”
Soydemir said.
Any UTPA student can participate in the
study abroad programs and financial
assistance is available. The Office of
International Programs has a scholarship that
is awarded to students to help them take
advantage of the various programs they offer.
According to Chavez, this scholarship is
awarded based on income and GPA, and the

See ADVISORY page 12

Ex-Yankee joins Broncs staff
Head baseball coach Willie Gawlik named former
Oklahoma State and Staten Island Yankees pitcher Justin
Meccage as assistant coach for the Broncs on Wednesday.
Meccage was a 32nd round pick of the New York Yankees
Organization in 2002. In his two seasons with the Single-A
Staten Island Yankees, he recorded a 2-2 record with a 3.11
earned run average in 19 appearances.
He averaged 6.99 strikeouts per nine innings in 46.1
innings of action.
“I’m extremely excited about joining the staff,” Meccage
said, according to a College Sports Online report.
Meccage was a top reliever for Oklahoma State University
with a 6-2 record in his final two seasons. He was 3-0 with
a 4.42 ERA in 21 games in 2002.

NFL

UTPA SPORTS

Preseason Week 3

WOMEN’S GOLF

Thursday, Aug. 26
Pittsburgh 27, Philadelphia 21
Friday, Aug. 27

Deion Sanders signed a one-year contract with the
Ravens on Tuesday.
Sanders, 37, expects to play in the season opener
against the Cleveland Browns on Sept. 12 and will be utilized as a potential fifth defensive back in ‘nickel’ schemes.
Brian Billick, coach for the Ravens, said that playing nickel is only a starting point and he will expand Sanders’ role
when it’s necessary.
The seven-time Pro Bowl defensive back’s last season
was in 2000 with the Washington Redskins. The Ravens
are hoping to use Sanders in their quest to defend the AFC
North title and advance to the Super Bowl.

Yanks suffer historic shutout
The Cleveland Indians’ victory on Tuesday over New
York, 22-0, matched the biggest post-1900 shutout in major
league history.
Pittsburgh beat Chicago by the same margin on Sept. 16,
1975.
According to an AP report, Yankees manager Joe Torre
said, “There’s a certain element of embarrassment, no
question. It’s hard to handle. It’s something you have to
bounce back from.”
Cleveland set a record for runs by an opponent in a
Yankee’s home game, two short of the most ever against
the winner of 26 World Series titles.
Arianna Vazquez/The Pan American

OLE— La Plaza de San Marcos in Salamanca, Spain is one of the sites where
UTPA students have been able to study abroad in various summer sessions.

“After that incident, we had really low
numbers. Before that, we had about maybe
200 plus students enrolled, and it went down
to 120 students for Spain alone,” Salazar
said. “It was still a very successful program
though.”
Students also had the chance to travel
outside of where they were taking classes.
Venessa Gonzales, a senior in
management, studied in Italy and France.
Outside of class, she said she did everything
she could.
“We weren’t limited by professors. We
traveled to Rome, Florence, Naples, and

award amount can range from $200 to
$1500.
Chavez believes that studying abroad and
visiting other countries provides students the
opportunity to learn more about themselves,
their environment, and society.
“This is something that you’re always
going to take with you,” Chavez said. “It’s a
unique experience.”
The Office of International Programs will
be holding a study abroad orientation Sept.
28 at noon in SBS 105. All students
interested in finding out more information
are encouraged to attend.

Bryant case dismissed
District Judge Terry Ruckriegle threw out NBA star Kobe
Bryant’s rape case under a deal that means no charges will
be refiled, an AP report said Wednesday.
Prosecutors said they had no choice but to drop the sexual assault charge because the alleged victim did not want
to testify.
The prosecution dropped the case as jury selection was
beginning. Opening statements were slated to begin next
Tuesday.
Bryant still faces a federal civil lawsuit filed by the accuser that seeks unspecified damages.

Date

Opponent

Oct. 4

Battle at the Lake Invit.

N.Y Jets 17, N.Y. Giants

Oct. 5

Battle at the Lake Invit.

Minnesota 23, San Francisco 10

Oct. 11

Lady Indian Classic

St. Louis 28, Washington 3

Oct. 12

Lady Indian Classic

Jacksonville 9, Green Bay 7

Oct. 24

Sam Houston State Tri-Match

New Orleans 17, Chicago 13

Oct. 25

Ellingson/Shu Invitational

Denver 31, Houston 17

Oct. 26

Ellingson/SHSU Invitational

Seattle 26, San Diego 20

Nov. 8

Lady Bronc Classic

Nov. 9

Lady Bronc Classic

Saturday, Aug. 28
Indianapolis 30, Buffalo 17
Baltimore 17, Detroit 6
Cleveland 21, Kansas City 19
Oakland 17, Arizona 16
Atlanta 37, Cincinnati 10
Carolina 20, New England 17
Monday, Aug. 30

Preseason Week 3
Thursday, Sept. 2
Carolina at Pittsburgh, 5:30 p.m.
Baltimore at NY Giants, 6:30 p.m.
Kansas City at Dallas, 7 p.m.
Arizona at Denver, 8 p.m.
St. Louis at Oakland, 9 p.m.
Jacksonville at New England, 5:45 p.m.

Buffalo at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Houston, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Seattle, 8 p.m.
San Diego at San Francisco, 10 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 3
Atlanta at Washington, 7 p.m.
Green Bay at Tennessee, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at NY Jets, 6 p.m.
Chicago at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Miami at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
END OF PRESEASON
Note: all times central standard time

HOUSTON ASTROS
Date
Aug. 26
Aug. 27
Aug. 28
Aug. 29
Aug. 30
Aug. 31

Opponent
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Cincinnati
Cincinnati

Score
L 3-8
W 15-7
W 7-6
W 10-3
W 11-3
W 8-0

Opponent
Time
Date
Sept. 13 Fairway Club Invit. (Univ. of Nebraska)
Sept. 14 Fairway Club Invit. (Univ. of Nebraska)
Oct. 4 Stonebridge Invit. (So. Methodist Univ.)
Oct. 5 Stonebridge Invit. (So. Methodist Univ.)
Oct. 11 Crown Classic (Stephen F. Austin)
Oct. 12 Crown Classic(Stephen F. Austin)
Oct. 22 The Nelson Invit. (Stanford Univ.)
Oct. 23 The Nelson Invit. (Stanford Univ.)
Oct. 24 The Nelson Invit (Stanford Univ.)

VOLLEYBALL
Date

(partial schedule)
Team/Tournament Time

Aug. 29
Sept. 1
Sept. 3
Sept. 4
Sept. 8
Sept. 10
Sept. 11
Sept. 18
Sept. 22
Sept. 23
Sept. 24
Sept. 25
Oct. 1
Oct. 6
Oct. 12
Oct. 15
Oct. 16
Oct. 19

UTPA Alumni
TBA (Exhibition)
UTPA Invitational
UTPA Invitational
at Baylor

7 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
Texas Tech Round-up Noon
Texas Tech Round-up Noon
at Texas A&M-Int’l
4 p.m.
at Prairie View A&M 7 p.m.
at Air Force
7 p.m.
No. Colorado Classic 7 p.m.
No. Colorado Classic 4 p.m.
at Sam Houston State 7 p.m.
at Texas A&M-CC
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
Texas A&M-CC
No. Colorado
7 p.m.
Utah Valley State
7 p.m.
Texas A&M-Kings. 7 p.m.

Oct. 21

UTEP

7 p.m.

Oct. 22

New Mexico State

7 p.m.

Oct. 25

Texas State

7 p.m.

Oct. 27

UTSA

7 p.m.

HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL DISTRICT
31-5A
EDINBURG BOBCATS

TEXAS RANGERS
Date
Aug.26
Aug.27
Aug. 28
Aug. 29
Aug. 30
Aug. 31

EDINBURG NORTH
COUGARS
Date
Sept. 3
Sept. 10
Sept. 17
Sept. 24
Oct. 1
Oct. 8
Oct. 15
Oct. 22
Nov. 4

Opponent
Time
at Brownsville Rivera
McAllen High
at Sharyland
Economedes*
Donna*
at Weslaco High*
Edinburg High*
at PSJA North*
PSJA High*
7 p.m.

EDINBURG
ECONOMEDES
JAGUARS

MEN’S GOLF

Tampa Bay 17, Miami 10

Dallas 20, Tennessee 17

Prime-time in Baltimore
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FOR THE RECORD

Indianapolis at Cincinnati, 6:30 p.m.

What problems have faced the
EAC?

It appears the most demanding issue is
keeping EAC members engaged in the
problems, successes, opportunities and
threats to the academic enterprise. Trying to
coordinate the corporate ands scholastic
timeline is a challenge.
“I have a lot of support from our Division
of External Affairs, but the trick is to
coordinate their issues [fundraising] with the
academic exposure of the student and faculty
to the EAC members,’ LeMaster explained.
For example, student organizations want to
address the EAC to publicize members’
resumes and ask for money. Their students
must be coached on how to approach
possible donors with goals and needs. Many
times these obligations are taken to the EAC
members and actions are taken based on their
input.
”The members hold my feet to the fire,”
LeMaster said. “It isn’t about just saying,
'We need to do something.' It’s about having

SPORTS
CLIPBOARD

SPORTS
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Opponent

Score

Minnesota
Baltimore
Baltimore
Baltimore
Open
Minnesota

W 8-3
W 6-4
W 4-3
L 6-7
L 5-8

HOME GAMES IN CAPS

Date
Sept. 2
Sept. 10
Sept. 17
Sept. 24
Sept. 30
Oct. 8
Oct. 15
Oct. 22
Oct. 29
Nov. 5

Opponent
Time
San Benito
7 p.m.
at Harlingen High
C.C. Calallen
at Weslaco High*
McAllen Memorial 7 p.m.
PSJA North*
Edinburg North*
PSJA High*
Economedes*
Donna*

Date
Aug. 27
Sept. 3
Sept. 10
Sept. 17
Sept. 24
Oct. 2
Oct. 9
Oct. 14
Oct. 21
Oct. 29
Nov. 5

Opponent Score/Time
Sharyland
L 34-56
Brownsville Pace
at La Joya
Open Date
at Edinburg North*
at PSJA High*
Open Date
Donna*
at Weslaco High*
Edinburg High*
at PSJA North*

PSJA HIGH BEARS
Date
Sept. 3
Sept. 10
Sept. 17
Sep. 24
Oct. 2
Oct. 8
Oct. 15
Oct. 22
Oct. 29
Nov. 4

Opponent
Time
at Weslaco East
Los Fresnos
at San Benito
McAllen High
Edinburg Economedes*
at Donna*
Weslaco High*
at Edinburg High*
PSJA North*
at Edinburg North 7 p.m.

PSJA NORTH
RAIDERS
Date
Sept. 3
Sept. 10
Sept. 16
Sept. 24
Sept. 30
Oct. 8
Oct. 15
Oct. 22
Oct. 29
Nov. 5

Opponent
Time
PSJA Memorial
at Mercedes
Harlingen South
at Donna*
Weslaco High*
at Edinburg High*
Open date
Edinburg North*
PSJA High*
Edinburg Economedes

WESLACO
PANTHERS
Date
Aug. 28
Sept. 2
Sept. 10
Sept. 17
Sept. 24
Sept. 30
Oct. 8
Oct. 15
Oct. 21
Oct. 29
Nov. 6

Opponent
Score/Time
Mission
W 28-14
at McAllen High
Brownsville Porter
Roma
Edinburg High*
at PSJA North*
Edinburg North*
at PSJA High*
Edinburg Economedes*
Donna*
Open date

Note: All games at 7:30 p.m.
*Denotes district game.
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Advisory

continued from page 4

action items from each meeting and making things
happen.”

What are the EAC’s future goals?

The immediate goal is to gain a strong present
with the new UTPA administration and president,
Dr. Blandina Cardenas. The EAC’s long-term goal
is to develop four new engineering programs to be
offered at the university; Bachelors in civil
engineering, Bachelors in computer engineering,
Masters in engineering management, and a Ph.D.
in manufacturing engineering.
We will need to expand the member ship to
encompass these new areas- particularly civil,”
said LeMaster.
Right now the UTPA Engineering program is
sixth in the nation in undergraduate Hispanic
enrollment and 12th in the number of Hispanic
graduates.
“We want to improve those ratings by increasing
our retention which now stands at about 24 percent
of freshman enrollment,” LeMaster laments.
It appears that seeking advice has worked for the
School of Engineering – advice coupled with
vision, goals, commitment, and hard work.
Perhaps the university could move on another
piece of advice—once the formula for success has
been discovered, use it again.
There are other schools within UTPA that could
benefit from the services of an advisory council.
The Department of Communication, promoting
careers that are heavily laden with real world
technology and industry requirements is a perfect
candidate.
How could an advisory council help the
UTPA Department of Communication?
The concern over the connection between the
scholastic world and the professional work
environment is valid. Sometimes it is hard to find
ways to teach every aspect of a profession or
simulate it in a learning situation.
“Having professional input on the curriculum
would be an asset for this department,” explained
Communication Chair Dr. Salma Ghanem.

Research
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Currently the professors and students try to find
internships. Imagine the results if local, statewide
and national professionals were all working
toward the same goal.
“The aspect of increasing internships and jobs
for our students is vital,” Ghanem continued.
Having members on a council increase networking
possibilities and opportunities to place graduates
in the marketing arena.”
Communication is a degree that depends on
technology, and for a university to compete and
build graduates that can succeed in the industry the
equipment must be available and updated. It took
almost five years to gat a computer lab in the
communication building. It is a necessity for these
degrees.
“Having an advisory council also increases the
potential for funding projects,” Ghanem said.
Events and fundraisers that are effective help
offset costs. Advices on coordinating the fiscal
efforts of the university for this department would
greatly enhance the future of the school and the
degrees it can offer.

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

MOONLIGHT— Man meets nature. An unknown man’s silhouette walks
near a canal in Edinburg Friday night.

Day Care

continued from page 1

and goal is to address the needs of the multicultural region with
its unique characteristics.
UTPA also listed its four main areas of concentration for
research. They include bilingualism, biomedical science and
engineering, border life and international relations, and
subtropical environment and ecology.
In order to reach those goals, Wendy Fowler, associate vice
president for research, said that UTPA faculty need to come into
this university with their minds set on research.
“All of the new faculty are coming in with a research focus,”
Fowler said. “We need to ensure that faculty are actively
engaged and have the time and resources and infrastructure to
do their research.”
Fowler said the new way to classify a university as a research
institution includes both research dollars and the number of
graduate students that receive Ph.D.
“Right now we’re poised on the pinnacle of that number that
raises us to the next level,” she said. “What we need to do is
produce that number consistently for a little while and we’re
there. As we increase our graduate programs, particularly our
PhD programs, we’ll be increasing the research dollars and
research activities on campus.”
Several UTPA faculty say that 10 years is an appropriate time
frame to become a stronger research institution.
“I think we’re going in the right direction and I know that
new UTPA President Dr. Blandina Cardenas is excited about
going forward with UT-Pan American, and we’re here to help
her and the students indirectly with the growth of these
programs,” said Tony Casas, director of sponsored projects.
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By ALICE WARNER
The Pan American

What is a realistic time frame for a
UTPA communication advisory council?

There is an old adage, indicative of the
marketing industry. A vendor asks, “When do you
want it?” and the customer say, “Yesterday.”
The initial objective in getting an advisory
council started would be to create a set of bylaws
that must be approved by the university president.
Next, members need to be found that would
“Catch a vision” and be dedicated to a brighter
future for communication students and faculty.
Finally, faculty, administration and university
leadership must be accountable, processing advice
into action.
Quoting another old saying, “timing is
everything,” Dr. Ghanem suggests, “Starting a
communication advisory council by the end of this
next academic year would be great!”
Sounds like good advice…fit for a king, or a
queen.

Bookstore competition
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Another main concern listed in the WAG Report was the issue
of collaboration with other UT System institutions. In its
response, UTPA stated that this institution has seen positive
results with collaborative efforts in pharmacy, pre-med, predental, business, and education programs, plus collaborations
with the Regional Academic Health Center. The letter also
expressed the university’s eagerness to work with other UT
System institutions.
Arevalo said that any research done at UTPA will not be done
in order to compete with other UT System schools.
“Some of the new programs we develop may have some
similarity to UT-Austin programs, but they will be uniquely
positioned and designed to meet the need of our region and local
community,” he said.
Casas said bigger research universities such as UT-Austin
may be doing more research than UTPA, but there are some
subjects that no institution is studying. The lack of research
provides an open door for UTPA faculty to conduct their
research.
“No one institution can do it all,” Casas said.
While the WAG Report stated that UTPA’s strong interest in
research could hinder the development of stronger
undergraduate programs, Arevalo disagreed.
“We are interested in being able to provide the highest quality
of education to students at all levels of preparation,” he said. “I
realize that our efforts need to be focused on the ability of this
campus to prepare outstanding graduates and to assist the local
region economically. The future development of the university
will assure that it happens.”

continued from page 1

Some of the faculty will also be able to take advantage
of the proximity and security of the on-campus day care.
However, the openings for children of faculty are limited
since the primary focus is placed on students.
Currently, 30 percent of the slots are open to faculty
children, but none are guaranteed. If a student needs it
more, the priority goes to them, according to Perez.
Many students may also receive financial help from the
government to pay for the Child Development Center
fees, $80-$85 a week.
Perez also said that administrators are working to obtain
more government funding aid students in paying most of
the weekly fee.
However, some may still be reluctant to utilize the new
day-care.
"Some students may not be well-informed about it,"
Perez said. "It’s not a babysitting service. It’s an
educational facility."
Other students prefer different methods of childcare,
whether it’s with reliable family members, or their current
day cares. Many parent-students have already accustomed
their children to a day care, and are therefore reluctant to
change their environment.
However, there still remain many of the 2,200
anxiously anticipating the opening of the new Child
Development Center, and like Diana Hernandez, their
hope they will soon have one less worry, one less
distraction.
"Finally," Hernandez said. "Finally and great."

It is here again: long lines, bustling
customers, and cash registers ringing up
thousands of dollars in sales. No, it’s not
Christmas at a toy store, it's back-to-school
time at local book dealers.
A study conducted by the Follet Higher
Education Group indicates the top reason
college students do not buy all required
textbooks is that they cost too much. Four out
of five students at UT-Pan American said
prices determine where they make their
purchase choices.
“The price is the important thing for me,”
said Michelle Valdez, a 23-year-old
kinesiology major. “Hey, five cents is five
cents. It matters to me.” The freshman also
said convenience is another thing that matters
to her and South Texas Bookstore and Supply
is closest to her favorite pizza establishment so
she can ‘just walk right in.”
Another student felt her college education
began with a crash course in economics as
well as one in scavenger hunting
“Saving money matters a lot. My parents are
not rich and I have to depend on their help to
buy my books,” said freshman education
major Ruby Avila.
The 18-year-old said she has learned her
lesson about buying books locally as well.
“I went to one bookstore and they told me
they would hold the books for me and to wait
until they all came in,” Avila said. “I waited
and ended up with no books. I’m not going
back there again.
Avila added that she resolved her search by
going directly to the University Bookstore
where she found all her books in stock.
Other students resort to Internet dealers like
Amazon, Half.com (E-Bay), Barnes and
Noble, or e-Campus to find a few cheap
books. A majority of online book offerings are
by students, not reputable book dealers. Local
brokers are quick to point this out when
students comparison-shop. Dealers say that
buying one book is different from making a
purchase through an organized business that
deals with stock, employees, and publishers’
costs.
Planning is the key to keeping prices
reasonable, according to Roberto R. Cantu
assistant director of auxiliary services at the
university.
“We have been working with faculty
members to keep prices down. By forming a

stronger partnership with instructors to make
their textbook adoptions early, we are here to
serve our students,” Cantu said.
Students might save up to 25 percent on the
purchase price of their textbooks.
Adoptions are selections of textbook and
course materials professors use to teach their
subject. Book dealers say the earlier adoption
lists are posted the better for students.
“With faculty members’ help, we can make
sure that every student is fully prepared for
class and their future careers,” Cantu said.
“When we know what titles instructors will be
using next semester, we will buy back those
titles at the end of the current semester at the
highest possible price. That way, I can begin
looking for those books used and new.”
The UTPA bookstore spends some $100,000
during buy-back, and holds some 700,000
books in inventory, something that may be
prohibitive to competitors because of limited
space and funds, according to Cantu.
Although the competition is stiff between
the two bookstores, it’s all professional
between them.
“I’m not knocking the other guy, but we are
not a big corporation, just out to make a
dollar,” Cantu said. “All the money that the
bookstore makes goes back into the university
system to fund programs for students.”
“I’m not making money hand over fist,”
said Texas Star Bookstore owner Astolfo
Benitez.
The executive opened his store 21 months
ago and said he takes home about $30,000
annually from his operation after he pays his
regular three-person staff (a crew that ramps
up to 10 p.m. during the first couple of weeks
of a new semester) and store overhead. The
positive is he can go home when he wants.
Walking around his store, Benitez, who
learned the book trade over nine years with
South Texas Book and Supply, points out that
he is looking forward to cultivating a spirit of
cooperation with the University Bookstore.
“Yes, I’ve had to guess about what to stock
for some courses, because some teachers don’t
make their adoptions until the last minute. It
also makes it hard to have what students
need,” Benitez said.
He also points to other difficulties in the
trade including copyright infringement by
students trying to save money. He spoke of
unscrupulous printers who illegally reproduce
course materials for profit saying these are a
problem for book dealers because it damages
revenues.
“It’s kind of hard. There are batallas, but it
evens out. Only about two percent [of
students] do that and I should hate what they
do, because it hurts my business. I can
understand why some college students do that.
They don’t have jobs and hardly any money to
buy books,” Benitez said.
He hopes to implement a tamper-proof book
seal to deter those who purchase books and
return them for full price having had copies
made.
Meanwhile, Cantu said that in response to
Franco Caballero/The Pan American
the
dilemma, the university has decreased
SHOPPIN’-Liz Gutierrez, junior communication major, shops for a bargain at South Texas book return dates to five days within purchase
to deter those who copy fraudulently.
Books and Supply.
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Guidelines from the
Texas Department of Agriculture
Schools are fighting rising childhood obesity by
tossing out deep fryers serving fresh vegetables
and clamping down on snack foods.
Second helpings are out. Smaller portions for
chips, cookies, bakery items, and frozen desserts
are in.
Some school districts have made fruit and vegetable munchies, such as carrot and celery sticks,
more plentiful. Food vendors will replace 20ounce sodas with smaller sizes, and fruit juice in
cartons will contain 100 percent real fruit juice.

Food improvements

Source: Associated Press

By EMMA CLARK
The Pan American

School cafeterias throughout the state
are being asked to clamp down on high fat
school meals in favor of more healthy
options, according to a new policy
implemented on Aug. 1 by the Texas
Department of Agriculture.
With obesity now the second leading
cause of death among Americans, with
smoking the first, precautions are being
taken as early as kindergarten to bring
awareness to students and parents about
nutrition on campus.
The policy outlines requirements that
elementary, middle schools, and high
schools must follow while preparing
meals provided under federal child
nutrition programs.
This includes the National School
Lunch Program, School Breakfast
Program and the After School Snack
Program. Schools are also required to
restrict Foods of Minimal Nutritional
Value (FMNV), which include soda water,
water ices, chewing gum and three types
of candies.
According to a report from MSNBC,
the federal government has set a goal of
having only five percent of children
classified as overweight by the year 2010.
As Deanna Hoelscher, principal
investigator of a study at the University of
Texas School of Public Health said, the
numbers are not even close to that.
A report conduced by Hoelscher
recently indicated that overweight
Hispanic boys and fourth grader Hispanic
girls varied from 23 percent to 33 percent
in Texas schools. Nationally, about 15
percent of children and adolescents
between the ages of 6 and 19 are obese,
according to government figures.
Another report led by the Lower Rio

Grande Nutrition Intervention Research
Initiative claimed that children in the Rio
Grande Valley do not eat enough
vegetables or get enough exercise.
Despite these very real statistics, reactions
seem mixed about the new guidelines.
“I think there’s definitely been a shift in
attitudes in parents, contributing to the
whole obesity problem,” said elementary
school teacher Lauren Holland of
McAllen. “Parents work more hours these
days, and to make a healthy lunch is just
not a priority.”
Librarian Allison Jones agrees with
Holland, saying that, “Many children rule
the roost these days, and it’s not
uncommon for kids to say they don’t like
sandwiches. Their parents end up bringing
Sonic or Burger King.”
Jones goes on to say that teaching
strategies have had to become more
creative, and previously it was not
unusual for her to bake cookies for the
children if it were relevant to a particular
book. Also, the children can no longer
bring cakes for birthdays.
Both are of the opinion that schools
cannot be responsible for what the
children eat outside of school hours, and
believe that main meals in the evening for
families on the go are becoming quicker
and less nutritious, often consisting of fast
food.
Although the new policy attempts to
control eating habits on the school
grounds, parents are still allowed to give
their own children the restricted items
from home.
“Parents do need to watch this in their
kids,” Hoelscher said, “What this means
is being overweight is a health risk for
kids. Parents need to look at that as
something they need to take some
measures to prevent.”
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department will have better equipment and rooms to hold
their classes. Maybe the College of Business Administration
will be able to offer more career internships for their
students. And perhaps, in that time, all colleges will have a
larger number of faculty members with Ph.Ds.
At the moment, UTPA is where it should be. Growth is a
natural process, and the faculty is growing with the students.
But shouldn’t an undergraduate program be strengthened
first so that graduate programs will be prepared to handle a
powerful research institution with a larger number of
students?
Plans are always beneficial, and administration is smart to
begin now, but hopefully overzealousness will not strike.
The benefits of research being conducted from UTPA are
obvious, and there is so much to offer. Only a border
university will be able to have the access to border issues
that can be used for research. UTPA has already listed four
areas of concentration for upcoming research.
Bilingualism, biomedical science and engineering, border
life and international relations, and subtropical environment
and ecology are the keys to using the area to the full

advantage.
If bilingualism is going to be an area of concentration,
how strong does the College of Education need to be before
it actually begins? These individuals would be ideal to help
with research since school districts all over the Valley are
implementing bilingual education in elementary schools.
Faculty will be crucial, and it has already been
established that they will be the leaders for the research,
but hopefully students a decade from now will be prepared
to work as professionals also.
As for the “Taco Tech” allusion, despite the urban legend
behind its creation, how many people outside of the Valley
really refer to UTPA that way? Stereotypes will always
exist. Ten years ago, 10 years from now. Maybe its simply
local insecurity that keeps the term sizzling in the ears of
UTPA students, faculty, and staff members.
These views are no reason for UTPA to rush its natural
process of growth. Forget other schools. In due time, UTPA
will have a name for itself. Hopefully the entire university
will receive acknowledgment for being strong, instead of
only being known for its research.

THE

PAN AMERICAN
Things just keep getting better. The Pan American is
coming out... Online.
Your favorite newspaper will be just a click away. Keep reading for more details.

Joel De La Rosa/The Pan American

INTERPRETATIONS— (from left) Sergio Villareal, a senior graphic designer major, and Jason Landry, music
major, play classical guitar music outside of the art and music building Monday.

continued from page 3

will not embark in any doings connected with academic
dishonesty. In past years she had upper-level classes
sign the honor code, but a year ago she included her
freshmen students.
By having this honor code in place, she feels that her
students can learn more and keep their stress level
down.
"Given the opportunity, students will be honest,"
Saavedra said. "I've been pleasantly surprised."
She added that in 21 years teaching at the university
level, she has had only one test stolen, while she taught
in Colorado Springs.
In situations such as those, she will give students the
opportunity to explain, and give students options to
assess the problem.
Kenneth Buckman, professor of philosophy, agreed
that having an honor code is necessary.
During the last academic year, Buckman said he had
two students claim as their work information from
papers that came directly from the Internet. Finding this
situation remarkable and dismaying, he felt that just
having a few lines about academic dishonesty in his
syllabus was not enough. Therefore, he enforced an
honor code policy in his honor classes.
Encountering such problems left Buckman with the
decision of how to deal with the situation.
"Students can be subject to a whole range of
possibilities," Buckman said. "It depends on the nature
of cheating. Sometimes it's innocent, or sometimes
knowing. Those factors go into how I respond."
His response can vary from issuing a failing grade for
the assignment and course to reporting the student to
the university to face penalties.
According to the Student Disciplinary Hearing and
Appeals Procedure, depending on the nature of the
incident, students can face penalties such as the
withholding of grades, official transcripts, or degrees.
Students can face suspension of athletic events or
student organizations and can even be expelled from
UTPA.
Carruthers said that UTPA is now transitioning to
starting a new process where students receive a second
chance when they are reported for violating the Student
Conduct Code for the first time. For instance, when
reported, students are directed to the dean of students to
have their rights explained and to discuss the situation.
"You have to give people a chance to learn what
they're doing is wrong," Carruthers said.
Students are then counseled and once again informed
that academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.
Carruthers said that when graduate students are caught,
they are immediately expelled because they should
know well enough what they did was wrong.
In some cases, students are not aware that they may
have committed a violation.
Teresa Garcia, Writing Center supervisor, said that
she does see problems with plagiarism. The majority of
the time she said it is unintended because students are
not familiar with documenting sources
Garcia said that tutors are trained to pick up signs of
plagiarism and if it obvious that the student has
intended to plagiarize, they will be asked to leave. "We
do not tolerate plagiarism," Garcia said.
So why is academic dishonesty important?
According to the website of Life Skills Coaches
Association of British Columbia, academic honesty
promotes high standards of practice and professional
behavior. It creates occupational identity and maturity.
And Saavedra sees that as her mission. She said she
has told her students to be people of integrity.
"You're not going to learn anything if you cheat,"
Saavedra said. "It's important to have the courage to
fail. The coward way out is to cheat."
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of 398,000 copies sold. “The Newlywed”
star’s current album “In This Skin” reached
its peak in March on Billboard at No. 2 with
160,000 copies sold. After many weeks at the
top spot on the Billboard chart, the brunette
Simpson is at the No. 2 spot right under “Now
16” which features songs by various artists
like D12, Hoobastank, and Gretchen Wilson.
Many stars often wait several years
before they record an album about their recollections or their “life story.” Simpson's
“Autobiography” could not have had a better
name. Even though it seems premature, she
co-wrote all of the songs and it was a perfect
way to start her career.
This record is indeed an autobiography
of her life. The track “Unreachable” was
inspired by the break up with a former
boyfriend of two years, “Shadow” is a song
about growing up with her sister, and her former boyfriend, singer and songwriter Ryan
Cabrera inspired her hit single “Pieces of
Me.”
“Shadow,” which she dedicated to her
sister, deals with the younger sibling’s confusion growing up after her sister. Being the
second child in the family, she felt she was in
her sister's shadow. During the years she
searched for her identity the lyrics are: “It
used to be so hard being me/Living in the
shadow/Of someone else's dream.” When she

Björk sings ‘Medulla’
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finally breaks free and realizes she doesn't
have to be like her sister the song transforms
into lyrics like,” My chains are finally
free/Don't feel sorry for me."
This album was definitely the ideal start
to her musical career. The songs have catchy
tunes and before long they become embedded
in the listener’s head and they cannot help but
hum the tunes. This CD in no way screams
out “pop princess.” It has the rocking girl
power attitude of other artists like Gwen
Steffani and Avril Lavigne. It definitely
grows on the listener.
Under the management of her father Joe
Simpson, along with producer John Shanks,
Ashlee Simpson will continue to promote her
record. Her album is undoubtedly promoting
the already well-known Geffen Records.
Geffen Records has other artists and bands
such as Papa Roach, The Cure, and Puddle of
Mudd.
In an article released by Geffen, she
admits that the whole process of creating
“Autobiography” was therapeutic. She commented that she is very excited with the
album.
“I've been working on the album for five
months now, I'm just so excited for it to come
out,” Ashlee Simpson said. “I feel like it's
very true to who I am. I was there every step
of the way.”
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By DÄGOBERTO PÉREZ
The Pan American

Every Björk album pushes the limits
of the human voice. Her latest studio production, “Medulla,” is a vocal masterpiece.
The world was given an introduction
to this album with Björk’s performance of
“Oceania” at this year’s Summer
Olympics. This song is an indication of the
album’s surreal nature, with mystical
lyrics, sporadic rhythm, and glissandos,
which is rapid rising and falling in a
singer’s voice.
“Medulla” is filled with layers upon
layers of processed vocal parts. It seems as
though Björk has created a musical creature, with choruses, beats, and whispers as
its shell and her voice as its “Medulla,” or
its core.
In an interesting Björkian twist, there
are no traditional instruments on this
album, as “human beatboxes” and choirs
provide the beats.
In the end, “Medulla” is anything but
mainstream. It is meant to be enjoyed on
long drives where thoughts can fly and
emotions run wild. “Medulla” is a dreamlike experience that may be overlooked at
first, but as with all great art, it will grow
to be appreciated and marveled.

“Medulla” Track Listing
1. Pleasure Is All Mine
2. Show Me Forgiveness
3. Where Is The Line?
4. Vokuro
5. Oll Birtan
6. Who Is It
7. Oceania
8. Submarine
9. Sonnets/Unrealities XI
10. Desired Constellation
11. Ancestors
12. Mouths Cradle
13. Mivikudags
14. Triumph Of A Heart

Mellado joins University Theatre fall staff

Photo courtesy of www.Björk.com

By MONICA QUINTANILLA
The Pan American

Gustavo Mellado has crossed a long road, and now, he
couldn't be happier. He is doing exactly what he loves, acting.
Mellado is a professional actor from Chicago and has
traveled to the University of Texas-Pan American to spend
the fall semester as a professor and guest artist for the
University Theatre. He will teach Acting I and will portray
Cesar Chavez in “Let the Eagle Fly,” a musical about
Chavez, founder of United Farm Workers. This is the first
staged production of this musical.
Auditions for "Let the Eagle Fly" will be held Sept. 2 &
3 at 7 p.m., with performances running Oct. 13-17. "Anna in
the Tropics" will run Nov. 17-21. For more information contact the University Theatre Box Office at 381-3581.
Mellado, who will star in the show, was born in
Monclova, Coahuila, Mexico and came to the United States
when he was 11. He lived in Indiana, in a predominantly
Anglo town and didn't know any English. After watching a
high school play he decided that he wanted to do theater.
"I knew that if I joined, I [would] be forced to learn and
speak English," Mellado stated.
The following year he joined and started doing plays
and musicals. When graduation approached he was warned
that pursuing acting would not be easy because his high
school theater teacher said that 99.9 percent of plays are
written for Anglos. So, he attempted being a business major
in college. That didn't last long, since the draw for theater
was there and so were the auditions. He soon became very
involved with the theater, and spent six years at St. Joseph's
College in East Chicago, Ind. Mellado left college without
graduating and started working because he needed money
and a full-time job.

He then spent the next 30 years in the printing business.
It's what he liked to call his "bread and butter." He continued
doing plays on nights and weekends, switching between
musicals and plays. A year ago Mellado gave up his job in
printing and started acting full-time.
Struggling with constantly playing lesser and stereotyp-

Photo courtesy of University Theatre

The University Theatre welcomes Gustavo Mellado as a
guest actor and professor for the fall semester. He will
perform in “Let the Eagle Fly.”

ical parts, he and 12 others decided to do something about it.
"If you're good for the role, it should be yours, it shouldn't matter what race you are," Mellado said.
The group started Teatro Vista, the only equity Latino
company in the Midwest. An equity theater company is one
that is part of an actor’s union. Their concept is based on
their struggles, and their focus is to be non-exclusive and to
produce plays by Latinos for Latinos.
During this time, Mellado started working on "Let the
Eagle Fly." About five years ago Julie Shannon, composer
and lyricist, approached him to sing for the demo of a new
musical she was working on. Mellado agreed and shortly
thereafter was offered the role. He spent the next few years
working with the writers and composers as a consultant.
Mellado is excited at the opportunity to be a part of this
production, especially because it has only been performed in
staged readings. He considers Cesar Chavez a personal hero.
"To be able to get his message across through theatre, I
couldn't ask for anything else," commented Mellado. "It's an
honor to bring it to people."
UTPA Artistic Director Dr. Marian Monta had concerns
about finding a mature male with a great voice. She shared
her concern with Shannon and she suggested using Mellado,
since she had been working with him. Monta heard his tape
and knew he would be perfect.
Mellado will also be working on a second production
playing Santiago in the Pulitzer Prize winning "Anna in the
Tropics," which he has also worked on previously with the
writer Nilo Cruz.
Along with teaching, Mellado will offer workshops in
auditioning and acting.
"I look forward to teaching theater to Hispanics and letting them know that it is possible to do anything," Mellado
said.
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New site for film festival
By JORGE HINOJOSA
The Pan American
After opening festivities in South Padre
Island for the past 10 years, the 11th Annual
CineSol Latino Film Festival will kick off
Sept. 23-26, in McAllen, making different
stops around the Valley to conclude in
Brownsville.
The festival, which is Sept. 23-Oct. 9.
travels year after year throughout the entire
Rio Grande Valley, but this year the coordinator’s decide to begin it differently.
The festival is an event that exhibits the
absolute best in Latino American filmmaking.
It focuses on expanding the art, craft, and business of writers and filmmakers, and acknowledging artistic contribution in the Latino community.
“The only thing that is changing is the
premiere weekend which will be held in
McAllen this year,” Festival Director Armando
Garza said. “Then, we will travel throughout
the Valley, stopping in Weslaco, San Benito,
Harlingen, Brownsville, and several other
cities. The festival wasn’t moved.”
According to Garza the festival has showcased throughout the entire Valley and Mexico
since it first began in 1993.
“The only difference in that aspect this
year is that we will not be going to Reynosa
and Matamoros like we have in the past years,”
Garza said.
CineSol not only supports the work of
established filmmakers, but also the work of
aspiring filmmakers who need exposure.
“This year will be better in the sense that

we will still have local films, but we are adding
international films as well,” Garza said. “We
will be showing films from Bolivia, Cuba,
Mexico, and Puerto Rico.”
One of the films that will be featured
opening weekend is “Robbing Peter,” a dark
comedy directed by Mario de la Vega from
California. The opening weekend will be held
at Cine El Rey, located on 17th Street in
McAllen.
The premiere weekend draws individuals
from throughout the state and across the border
to witness the event. The festival itself invites
industry professionals from both coasts as
well.
It is sponsored by local businesses, and
this year the premiere sponsor is Lincoln
Mercury. Other sponsors include the McAllen
Chamber of Commerce, Texas Commission of
the Arts, Del Rio Advertising, KRGB-TV
Channel 5, the Brownsville Film Commission,
and Cinemark.
“The festival is expecting a pretty big
crowd,” said Tita Moreno, cultural arts coordinator for the McAllen Chamber of Commerce.
“It’s hard to say, but for the overall screenings around five to 10 thousand people are estimated to attend,” Director Garza said.
Screenings will be held at local theatres,
museums, libraries, universities, and social
service organizations all around the Valley.
The CineSol Latino Film Festival is a
non-profit media arts organization of the Rio
Grande Valley Border Region of South Texas
that is recognized by the Texas Commission on
the Arts as one of the top media arts events in
Texas.

CineSol Latino Film
Festival
Highlights:

˙Reception
˙Art Exhibit
˙Screenings
˙Workshops
˙Panel Presentations
Screening Sites:
˙Brownsville
˙Harlingen
˙La Joya
˙Matamoros
˙McAllen
˙And More
Dägoberto Pérez/The Pan American

■ ‘Hero’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

Listener’s Rating: 3.5/5

3
Ashlee Simpson bests
sis with ‘Autobiography’

Photo courtesy of www.google.com

By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
It's the battle of the Simpson sisters.
Better yet, it's survival of the fittest, or is
it?
Ashlee Simpson has set out to establish her name. The 19-year-old
singer/actress is no longer being recognized as Jessica Simpson's little sister.
Since the July 20 release of her album,
“Autobiography,” under Geffen Records,
critics have wondered whether the sisters
are out to compete with each other.
In various interviews the younger
Simpson has stressed that she is not trying
to compete with her older sister. Their style
of music is different and is reflected in
their albums. The older Simpson is typically associated with ballads, while the currently brunette Simpson is showing her
inclination for rock. Though this CD is
considered to be punk/rock it still has
vague traces of the pop music influence.
Simpson noted in an interview with The
Associated Press that her taste in music is
different from her sister's.
“We're sisters,” Ashlee Simpson said.
“For us it's not about competition. If she
succeeds, then I'm happy, and if I succeed,
then our family wins no matter what.”
The unmarried Simpson got her first
break as a supporting actress on the Warner
Bros. television show “7th Heaven” in

2002. She finally left the role of Cecilia at
the end of the season earlier this year to
fully concentrate on her singing career.
Even though she left the WB's hit series
she cannot seem to get away from the cameras.
While working on her album she had
another project that required cameras to be
around her constantly. Her reality show,
“The Ashlee Simpson Show,” was rated the
No. 1 show on cable television during the
last week in July. The focus of her show
this season was the making of her album.
The cameras followed her throughout the
whole process of “Autobiography.”
Despite the fact that both sisters claim
they are not out to compete it seems hard to
believe. Both have singing careers and
reality shows. The aftermath of it all is that
Jessica Simpson continues to get beaten
her little sister. The married Simpson’s
show with her husband Nick Lachey “The
Newlyweds,” has nowhere near the draw of
her younger sibling's and her music career
has not achieved what her sister's has in
such a short time.
After 10 weeks the 19-year-old’s first
single, “Pieces of Me” remains on
Billboard's Top 40 while the video is on
“Total Request Live’s” Top 10. After the
first week of sales “Autobiography”
reached the top of the Billboard chart as
the No. 1 album in the country, with a total

See ASHLEE page 10
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‘THE EXORCIST’

THE BEGINNING ACCORDING TO
Story by: Omaira galarza

he movie that caused people nightmares for weeks, and stirred
controversy among religious circles over 30 years ago was revived
with a disappointing prequel.
“The Beginning,” the prequel to the “Exorcist,” which was
released in 1973, is the fourth, and hopefully final, in a series that should
have ended at its peak. The first movie was quickly followed by a sequel,
“Exorcist II: The Heretic” in 1977, “The Exorcist III” in 1990, and now
“Exorcist: The Beginning” Aug. 20.
The original focused on a 12-year-old girl, played by Linda Blair, who
is possessed by a satanic power. Father Lankester Merrin, played by
Stellan Skarsgard, who is the focus of “The Beginning,” battles her
demon.
At the dawn of the new film, Merrin has lost faith in God and dissociates himself from the priesthood, largely due to a tragic incident he experienced during World War II. The story recounts Merrin’s first encounter
with the devil when he is coaxed into doing missionary work in Africa.
“What I tried to do is set up a lot of those unanswered questions that
we see in the original,” Director Renny Harlin (“Die Hard 2,”
“Cliffhanger”) told MTV.com reporters. “There are a lot of open plotlines
that are never explained, so I tried to make it so that if you watch this film
and then watch the original ‘Exorcist,’ the original will seem like the
sequel.”
Harlin spent so much time attempting to fill the holes left by the original that this storyline dragged, consequently making scary parts become
predictable. The director was true to the form of the original with elements
like fake-looking makeup and unnecessary sexual comments that leave the
audience laughing rather than shaking in fear. A mediocre makeup job for
the demon in the ‘70s version was excusable because makeup techniques
for color film were still being developed and improved, but advances have
occurred in the 31 years since the original.
Harlin is not the only director who tried to make this project a reality.
Initially, John Frankenheimer (“Ronin,”
“The Manchurian Candidate”) was chosen to work on the film, but quit and
died shortly after of a stroke. Paul
Schrader
(“Auto
Focus,”
“Affliction”) was
then
taken
aboard, and
cast Liam
Neeson
as

T

Merrin. Neeson dropped the movie, and was replaced by Skarsgard, a
Swedish actor. However, Warner Bros. chose not to release his version.
Fortunately, the public may have a chance to compare Schrader’s piece
to Harlin’s “trash” because MTV.com reports that Schrader’s film may go
straight to DVD.
According to Knight Ridder News Service, Schrader’s film was
dropped because it did not include “exploitation horror” with slamming
doors and spinning heads, so the material is not scary or bloody enough.
“[Schrader] shot the script and turned it into a classy, elegant art film,”
William Peter Blatty, who viewed Schrader's creation, told Knight Ridder
reporters.
Blatty, the author of “Exorcist,” won an Oscar for adapting the novel
for the 1973 flick.
Monetarily “The Beginning” is more successful than its predecessor.
The original earned $8 million in its first weekend, which was impressive
at that time, while the prequel ranked No. 1 and earned $18 million in its
opening weekend. However, the 2004 edition will disappoint fans of the
original film, which is remembered for people vomiting in fear. This weekend the new film was ranked No. 5.
Luckily for Harlin, the box office numbers have been successful, but
he wasn’t as fortunate in the first month of filming. He was struck by a car
while on location in Rome, and hospitalized for two weeks. This incident,
the director shuffle, and Neeson’s refusal to continue work on the film
renewed the idea that this film series is cursed.
“Curse? There is no curse, never was!” author Blatty said of the first
movie to a reporter at Knight Ridder. “When you’ve been shooting over a
year, it’s always nice to have demons to blame.”
Actors and directors of the other films in the series agree with Blatty.
According to Knight Ridder, Scott Wilson, who played a psychiatrist
in “The Exorcist III” and appeared in “Monster” and “The Last Samurai,”
would love to report weird manifestations, but can’t.
“I don’t know that there’s any kind of hex on these movies,” Wilson
said. “People die and drop out of films all the time. I think the so-called
curse is a good angle for the studio.”
If Frankenheimer’s death and hiring different directors is a sign of a
curse, then the Harry Potter series must be cursed as well. The first two
Potter movies were directed by Chris Columbus, the third by Alfonso
Cuaron, and now the fourth welcomes Mike Newell. If that’s not enough,
Richard Harris, the actor who played Albus Dumbledore in the first two
movies died before filming for third movie began. Is this a coincidence or
a curse?
Even Schrader, who could easily blame the curse for the failure of his
rendition of “The Beginning,” doesn’t buy into all the hype.
“It’s all a crock, it was a crock when they tried to do it years ago, and
it’s a crock now,” Schrader told Knight Ridder.
Whether the curse is real or just a promotional tactic “Exorcist” fans
that are truly interested in learning Merrin's past might find this movie to
be valuable, but beyond that, this film should stay hidden in the corners of
film archives to gather dust and cobwebs.

(ABOVE)-Father Lankester Merrin (right) and Father William Francis
(left) enter the church where the demonic presence originated.

1. “The Exorcist” (1973)
2. “Exorcist II: The Heretic”
(1977)
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(ABOVE)-Merrin (left) and Francis (right) observe the excavation site.
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3. “The Exorcist III” (1990)
4. “Exorcist: The Beginning”
(2004)
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